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known.1 For it is the nature of the world, that even
if it be recruited, it daily suffers damage and decrease
within itself; while if it is not thoroughly renewed, it
expends itself and vanishes away, and hurries breath-
lessly to its predestined end. Wherefore in the pilgrim-
age of this mortal life, if for healing spiritual leaders
have ascertained any matters for the common profit of
the weak in this world, even if at times these matters
have been introduced into the minds of men, they
ought to be preserved and most strongly defended by
Catholics, and held with minds determined and im-
movable: lest human oblivion steal upon them, or the
enticing delight of worldly enjoyment impede at the
instigation of the devil. For this reason our holy
bishop of the Lord, moved by sharpest anxiety in this
regard, sought to deliver the folk from the baleful
beguiling of the crooked serpent,2 and very often urged
Duke Carloman to assemble the synodal meeting: that
both to men then living and to later generations the
wisdom of spiritual learning might be disclosed and the
knowledge of Christianity corne, while the snaring of
souls was averted.

After he placed a mirror (as it were) of canonical
rectitude before all ranks for a pattern of right living,
and the way of truth became clearly visible to all,
Boniface, being old, weak, and decrepit, presented a

1  Boniface wrote to Pope Zacharias, early in 742: " The old men
say that the Franks have held no synod for more than eighty years,
nor had an archbishop, nor established or renewed in any place the
canon laws of the church."   E., 50.

2  Isaiah, xxvii, i.